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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
EDUCATION PROGRAMS UNDER EXAMINATION BY ACCREDITATION TEAMS 
CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University's College of Education and 
Professional Studies is ready for the challenge as members of two accreditation 
groups prepare to examine the college 's curriculum this week. 
A committee from the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) and a 
committee from the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education 
(NCA TE) will be on campus Sunday through Wednesday to decide whether 
Eastern' s education program meets the groups' standards. 
As part of the four-day visit, the accreditation groups will examine every 
facet of College of Education and Professional Studies programs. Ron Leathers, 
assistant dean in the College of Education and Professional Studies, said the 
representatives will interv iew students and faculty members and look over 
improvements made in recent years. 
Accreditation by the ISBE entitles Eastern to continue to offer teacher 
certification to students as part of the education curriculum. The NCATE 
representatives come to the university as part of a nationwide voluntary program in 
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which Eastern is participating. 
Eastern' s programs must be examined every five years by NCA TE to renew 
the college's accreditation. 
Leathers said the college participates in the NCATE program because of the 
group's higher standards. 
"It is a tremendous advantage to have the national accreditation," Leathers 
said. "In seeking this, it is a sign that we are graded on a higher set of standards. 
It puts you in an elite group." 
Leathers said College of Education and Professional Studies faculty members 
have gone to great lengths to prepare for the groups. 
"You are continually preparing for it, " Leathers said. "We started preparing 
for this about two years in advance." 
Eastern's teacher education program was one of the first to receive national 
accreditation in 1954, when NCATE was originally formed. 
-30-
